Guest Experiences

GUIDED TOUR OF THE ESTATE
Many guests of Borgo Pignano are eager to take a break from busy, metropolitan lives
and relish the peace and tranquillity of the setting.
The tours of the estate provide an introduction to our approach to agriculture and
food production.
Visitors learn about our farms functioning and can inspect the estate behind the scenes.
To see how to care about beehives and assist with the collection of organic honey, take
a tour through our vegetable gardens and discover how our kitchens use the herbs
grown in our aromatic gardens.
* Free of Charge

4x4 TOUR AT BORGO PIGNANO
From time to time Enzo, Pignano’s Chief Farmer, is organizing lovely outings to show
his lands to the guests. Enzo was born in Lajatico, 20 miles from Borgo Pignano, and
has spent his entire life living and working in the Tuscan countryside. Enzo is
responsible for tending all Borgo Pignano’s arable lands and forests and does so with a
paternal pride. His close connection to the countryside means he also manages a local
hunting reserve. All these beauties are available for you when take Enzo’s four-wheel
drive. Please, ask the reception for the next available date to join it.
* Free of Charge (activity subject to weather conditions, the number of places is limited)

HORSEBACK RIDIG
Borgo Pignano is a home to a group of gentle and well-trained horses. Our instructor
provides riding lessons for beginners within the safety of a full-size, secluded arena.
We also organize guided horse-riding excursions within the Estate that allow the guests
to soak up the pleasures of Tuscany from the saddle. Below there are some of
inescapable horse riding trek experiences:
Horse-riding and al-fresco picnic: One of the most memorable ways to explore
Pignano’s large country estate on the horseback. With a stable of well-schooled horses,
Pignano offers to both novice and experienced riders the opportunity to discover an
enchanting natural beauty of rural Tuscany. Trails with the glorious views pass
through the farmlands, meadows, waterfalls, woodlands, the hills and valleys. Take a
rest with a delicious gourmet picnic featuring homegrown ingredients and savour the
typical flavours of Tuscany whilst relaxing in the heart of the countryside.
* €130 per person (min. 2 persons)
Horse trek-ride: A gentle one-hour ride through Pignano’s country estate, perfect
for beginners and children, suitable also for more experienced riders.
* €55 per person (min. 2 persons)

APIARY TOUR
Healthy bees are vital to the well-being of Borgo Pignano and, as bee colonies around
the world collapse, we have taken pains to ensure that we do everything possible to
sustain them.
We tend a large cross-section of flowers and plants that attract bees, give rise to the
finest Millefiori flavored honey and, most importantly, help with the pollination of
vegetables and fruits.
Guests are welcomed to take a tour to the beehives with our Beekeeper to see how the
honeybees occupy themselves. Visitors can learn about bee keeping and the traditional
methods for extracting honey and beeswax while discovering hierarchy of the hive and
its own colony with a Queen, drones and worker bees.
* Free of Charge (activity subject to the weather conditions)

ORGANIC SOAP MAKING LABORATORY
Borgo Pignano has the most beautiful herb and flower garden which provides natural
organic ingredients for the hotel’s amenities. Take a tour through the herb gardens
with our trained herbalist and discover how he manufactures perfumes, oils and soaps
in the herbal laboratory. Gather wild herbs and flowers to discover the traditional
methods of using them within our products and cuisine.
* Price €50 per person (maximum 6 persons per class)

HERBAL LABORATORY
Please be welcomed to take a unique experience strolling across the estate with our
resident herbalist Lisabetta. During this hands-on learning walk, Lisabetta will help
you to identify and pick wild and cultivated healing plants and herbs which are
efficient to treat a variety of ailments and health complications.
Lisabetta will inspire and engage you with her charm, depth of understanding and a
few secret recipes. Join our expert herbalist and discover a world of fragrances, colors,
essential oils and remedies. Learn how to best apply these organic treatments on you
and your loved ones.
* Price €60 per person (maximum 6 persons per class)

TRUFFLE HUNTING
Take part in an enthralling truffle hunting experience. Learn the ancient skills used to
unearth these gourmet treasures and sample the enticing aromas and delicious flavors
of fresh Italian truffles.
Venture deep into the forests and hidden valleys of Borgo Pignano's country estate
alongside a local truffle hunter and his dog who will guide you around the woodlands
and fields searching for gastronomic delights.
* Price in March, May, June, July & August: €100 per person
* Price in September, October & November: €160 per person

COOKING CLASSES
A journey from earth to plate is in the heart of our natural food philosophy at Borgo
Pignano. On our cooking classes, we focus on the artisanal methods of cooking. Classes
take place in a traditional kitchen and base on the classic Tuscan ways of making
traditional bread, focaccia and delicious fresh pasta. Learn the art of using different
flours, discover how to make perfect fresh dough and be inspired by the secret
traditions of the Tuscan kitchen.
* Price per person €120 (maximum 6 people per class)
* Classes available on Tuesdays and Fridays

WINE TASTINGS
Our Wine Tastings take place in our medieval cellar and offer the opportunity to
sample a selection of Organic Tuscan wines from the finest local suppliers.
Guests will also enjoy a selection of our home-based products such as Salami, Cold
cuts and breads.
* €60 per person (minimum 2 persons)

YOGA & QI GONG CLASSES
Borgo Pignano is an ideal place for a luxury yoga retreat. Yoga sessions can be taken in
private or within a group class. Relaxation and meditation techniques exercises are
held in the indoor yoga room, a large open hall at the La Fonte farmhouse, or outside,
on the lawn terrace of the main villa. It is often possible to join a yoga retreat
conducted by other guests.
Yoga students find Borgo Pignano’s setting therapeutic and the sessions are very
popular among the guests. For those wishing to maintain their fitness programme
whilst on holiday, Qi Gong sessions can be arranged.
* Price for 1 person €50
* Price for 2 persons €40 each
* Price up to 3 persons €30 each
* Classes available on Tuesdays and Fridays

ANTIGRAVITY YOGA
"In Life, hidden in the forces that pull us down, is the energy to lift us Up!"
Practicing AntiGravity Yoga techniques make you not only more efficient with your
movements and more confident physically, but also a lot lighter! AntiGravity has two
meanings: 1) playing within the laws of physics 2) against graveness - keep moving, stay
light-hearted and have fun. AntiGravity Yoga relaxes mind and calms the nervous
system, improves concentration, strength, flexibility and moving joints. It’s beneficial
for everyone and will leave you feeling revitalized and happy.
* Minimum 2 persons per class, maximum 6 persons per class
* Price for 1 person €50
* Price up to 3 persons €35 each
* Classes available on Mondays and Thursdays

TREKKING AND MOUNTAIN BIKING
Borgo Pignano lies within a major game reserve, at the crossroads of two natural
reserves: Berignone and Castelvecchio, which lend themselves to short and arduous
treks. The estate’s virgin woodland and fields, with its protected flora and fauna, are
ideal for long walking tours.
We can help you to map the trails and, on request, accompany on the natural walks
and trails. Mountain bikes available for Guests’ use within the estate.
* Mountain bike rental Free of Charge
* E-bikes €30 for two hours

FITNESS SUITE
A small purpose built gym features the essential fitness equipment. Our gym is located
near the main villa and private use can be reserved at the Reception desk.
We can also arrange a personal fitness instructor on request for one-off sessions or
regular daily fitness activities.
* Free of Charge

PAINTING CLASSES
Borgo Pignano has a deep-rooted connection with the art. Throughout the 18th
Century Villa you will find an important collection of 20th Century art. The estate
boasts its own gallery, art studio, artist’s house, sculpture garden and an impressive
array of art equipment which is available for our guests to use at their leisure. The
historic architecture, breathtaking natural landscapes and exceptional Tuscan light all
make Pignano a perfect base for discovering the Art of Relaxation. Painting classes
take place in English by talented students from the Royal Drawing School, London
and can be booked for small groups and individuals.
* Price for 1 person €50
* Price up to 2 persons €40 each

ARTISAN ALABASTER WORKSHOP
The Medieval town of Volterra is internationally recognized for its unique, world-class
craftsmanship of chalky alabaster. Now you can experience a unique one-hour
workshop in the laboratory of a well-known alabaster artist (The Grandoli Family) and
discover the traditional techniques of working with this soft stone.
After your Alabaster experience, you may also take home a creation you have made
with the artist – an authentic piece of art from Volterra.
* Price €40 per person and €20 for children below 12 years
* Maximum 5 people per class

ASTRONOMY UNDER THE TUSCAN STARS
The mysteries of the magical night sky unfold under the guidance of the enthusiastic
group of amateur astronomers based in Volterra. A memorable observing experience,
where you can catch the most beautiful objects in the sky available during the evenings.
You will be using an advanced equipment under the clear open skies or the reflecting
telescope Ritchey-Chretien available on site. This is a fascinating opportunity for all
our guests to learn about the stars, planets and galaxies. Every Friday night starting
from 09.30pm at Mazzolla. Private classes available.
* Price €5 per person on Fridays at Mazzolla
* Private classes on site €250

