L U X

COUNTRY FILE
There is no better way to relax from the 24/7 of modern living than to disappear deep
into the countryside. Each issue, we venture to two rural retreats, switch everything to airplane
mode, and attempt to find the zen of sheer relaxation.

BORGO PIGNANO, TUSCANY, ITALY

GIDLEIGH PARK, DEVON, UK

The lowdown
Everything at Borgo Pignano is organic, from its farm to the food in the
restaurant to the biodynamic kitchen garden. The vibe is very hippy-chic;
kids whose parents can certainly afford shoes are free to wander the
grounds with none; guests waft from the spectacular infinity pool, carved
out of a former quarry, to suites in the ancient buildings as if in a trance.
And why not – this is hilltop Tuscany as it should be, away from the crowds
of central Chiantishire, but near enough to make San Gimignano and Siena
a short hop. Artists, picked by the hotel’s owners, stay in residence for free
in exchange for donating an artwork to the burgeoning collection.
Our room
We stayed in a signature suite – spacious, dotted with antiques, books,
sofas, a fireplace, all done with understated opulence. The big, light and
airy bathroom featured a freestanding roll-top bath, glass enclosed shower
and views overlooking the gardens.
Downside
Part of the environmental friendliness of the place means that fans are used
instead of air conditioning – but the hotel is on a hilltop, so less hot than
the rest of Tuscany, though you may not believe that on an August night.
Getting there
The Borgo is near Volterra, the nearest part of Tuscany to the airports in
Pisa and Siena, each about an hour away by car. Or you can sail over from
Corsica and dock at Livorno or the Marina di Pisa.

The lowdown
For many years Gidleigh Park in deepest Devon was synonymous with fine
dining of a formal, French, Michelin-starred style. All of that changed when
celebrity chef Michael Caines left. To discover what was new, we headed
there down along ever deeper and darker lanes through the Dartmoor
national park, until we came to a stream, a pretty bridge, lawns and the
hotel looking down on all of them, enveloped in woodlands. The result
was a lovely surprise: with dishes like Devon lemon sole and scallop with
Jerusalem artichokes, shiitake mushrooms in seaweed tea, summer truffle
and greens on the menu, the cuisine is vivid, light and original, perhaps
catering for a new generation of more adventurous guests.
Our room
The bedroom overlooking the gardens and river was spacious, modernclassic Brit, but the real highlight (aside from the cuisine) was a long
walk through the grounds, up the river, through the forest and onto the
wilderness of Dartmoor proper. More than enough to give you an appetite.
Downside
It is primarily a gourmand destination: you can’t stay and not eat there,
and while the cuisine is bang up to date, the ambience is still quite formal.
Getting there
Helicopter is the best way and the hotel can organise. The drive from
London can take three hours or five, depending on traffic. It’s 45 minutes
by taxi from Exeter train station, itself 2 hours from London.

borgopignano.com

gidleigh.co.uk
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